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ITHAKA is a not-for-profit organization
that helps the academic community
use digital technologies to preserve the
scholarly record and to advance research
and teaching in sustainable ways.



Our history

● 1995: started digitizing scholarly journals and 
making them discoverable in a centralized 
archive

● 2012: introduced Books at JSTOR, making 
academic book chapters discoverable 
alongside journal articles

● 2019: enabled institutions to share their Open 
Community Collections on JSTOR

● 2021: began integrating millions of artworks 
and photographs from Artstor on JSTOR 

CZECH REPUBLIC. Prague. Vrtbovsky Palace Gardens. 2003. 
©Chris Steele-Perkins / Magnum Photos.



Archival Journals

Multidisciplinary Collections
● Arts & Sciences I–XV 
● Life Sciences
● Each is comprised of several core disciplines, 

including Language & Literature, History, 
Economics, and Political Science.

● 140 titles per collection (on average)
● Titles in 30 languages, from 57 countries
● Content spans more than 60 disciplines

Discipline-specific collections
● Health & General Sciences, Biological Sciences, and 

Ecology & Botany I–II
● Business I–IV, Business & Economics
● Language & Literature
● Music
● Mathematics & Statistics
● Jewish Studies
● Asia, Iberoamérica, Ireland
● Hebrew Journals
● Religion & Theology

Complete archival coverage: All journals on JSTOR include the full 
archival run of every title, back to volume 1, issue 1.

Affordable fees: JSTOR tiers its archival journal collection fees for 
colleges and universities according to country, institution type, and 
institution size.



Sustainability

Named a 2020 “must-have”
database by Library Journal in 
the Nature and the 
Environment category

● 103 scholarly journals
● 5,400+ reports from 30 

global policy institutes
● Special topic page for 

exploration of over 1,500 
related topics

Security studies

Coverage of diverse and
emerging issues within targeted
programs across campus

● 75 journals, 100 policy 
institute reports

● Policy institute reports and
● notable journals
● Special topic page for 

exploration of over 900 
related topics

Lives of literature

Extending JSTOR’s rich 
support of literature and 
humanities

● 100 journals released in
● Our most-searched area
● Diverse coverage of works 

and authors
● Contextual and inclusive 

author



● All issues, from volume 1, issue 1, are 
provided for every journal up to the 
moving wall, including all previous and 
related titles.

● Each journal has a "moving wall,” defined 
as a time lag between the most current 
issue published and the content available 
on JSTOR. Most archival journals have 
moving walls of between 3 and 5 years, 
but publishers may elect walls anywhere 
from zero to 10 years.

● Tools to enhance user engagement
and collaboration

Archive Journals

What’s included? 



Ever-growing archives

Each year we add hundreds of thousands of articles 
to the archives as the moving wall for each journal 
advances, at no additional cost to you.

Archive growth in 2020
231,000 added articles

25 new journal titles
Total archive journal content
13.3M articles

3,400 journal titles

Alphonse Mucha (Czech, 1860-1939). Incantation, 1897. © 
Worcester Art Museum, all rights reserved.



Four categories of content are available on a single 
platform:

Multidisciplinary collections
Arts & Sciences I to XV
Life Sciences
JSTOR Essential 

Discipline Specific Collections 
Asia | Biological Sciences | Business I, II, III, and IV | Business & 
Economics |  Iberoamerica | Health & General Sciences | Ecology & 
Botany I and II | Jewish Studies | Language & Literature | Hebrew 
Journals | Ireland | Mathematics & Statistics | Music,
Religion & Theology 

Thematic Collections
Lives of Literature
Security Studies
Sustainability

Primary Source
19th Century British Pamphlets
Struggles for Freedom: Southern Africa
World Heritage Sites: Africa
Global Plants

Communities

Higher education



Archival Journal Collections
JSTOR provides museums with access to nearly all 
archival journal collections for one set of fees: Arts & 
Sciences I – XV, the three thematic Collections, Life 
Sciences, Business IV, Ecology & Botany II, 19th Century 
British Pamphlets.

For additional fees, Museums may add:
● Jewish Studies Collection
● Hebrew Journals Collection
● Ireland Collection
● Struggles for Freedom: Southern Africa
● World Heritage Sites: Africa
● Global Plants 

Communities

Museums



Public libraries around the globe help patrons gain access 
to an essential resource that meets their educational, 
professional, and independent research needs.

Archival Journal Collections packaged in three 
collections: 

Public Library Collections I:
Includes all JSTOR Arts & Sciences and Thematic collections, as well 
as Business IV Collection.

Public Library Collection II:
Includes all archival Life Sciences content on JSTOR (including the 
Life Sciences Collection and the Ecology & Botany II Collection).

Public Library Collection III:
Includes all primary source collections on JSTOR: Global Plants, 
Struggles for Freedom in Southern Africa, African Cultural Heritage 
Sites and Landscapes, and 19th Century British Pamphlets.

Jewish Studies, Hebrew Journals, and Ireland collections are also 
available for separate sets of fees.

Communities

Public libraries



A JSTOR thematic
collection

Books at 
JSTOR



Books at JSTOR: Flexible 
Acquisition Options

● Title-by-title selection

● Subject collections

● Demand-Driven Acquisition (DDA)

● Evidence-Based Acquisition (EBA)

● Partnerships with GOBI and ProQuest

Martine Franck. The 'Euro Visions' Project Organized by Magnum Photos 
and the Georges Pompidou Center in Paris. A Portrayal of the 10 Countries 

That Joined the EU in 2004.©Martine Franck / Magnum Photos.



● DRM-free access

● Unlimited concurrent use

● 100,000+ titles now available

● Flexible acquisition options

● No need to log in or special 

software

● Chapter downloads are standard 

PDFs that never expire

● Mirrors the experience of the highly 

used JSTOR journal archives

Ebook Benefits



Open Access ebooks

● 7000+ high quality titles now available 
from 85+ publishers

● No cost to libraries or users

● No need to register or log in

● Integrated with licensed content on our 
platform

● Preserved in Portico to ensure 
long-term access and usability



Expanding international 
content

● Complements the global content in
JSTOR’s journal program

● Participating publishers are based in 42 
countries

● 68% of our publisher partners
are based outside of the United States

● More than 9,000 titles available in 20 
languages other than English

Spanish
5k ebooks

German French Portuguese
2.6k ebooks 1k ebooks 400 ebooks

Parler, Peter, Czech Republic, C. 1333 -1339. (n.d.). S. Vitus Cathedral. The Art of 
Gothic: Architecture, Sculpture, Painting; Toman, Rolf; 1999.



● Build your collection according to your 
institution’s needs

● JSTOR can provide data to help inform 
your selections

○ Ebook turnaway data
○ Open Access ebook usage
○ Journal usage data by discipline at 

your institution 
○ Holdings comparisons

Title-by-title selection



eBook acquisition models
Which acquisition models are you active in now?



Artstor Digital Library

The Artstor Digital Library (ADL) is the most 
extensive image resource for educational 
and scholarly use. It contains over 2 million 
images from leading museums, photo 
archives, scholars, and artists - all rights 
cleared for education and research



Artstor Digital Library

Examples:
● Historical photographs from the 

Smithsonian, 
● World art treasures from the Louvre, 
● 360-degree views of the Hagia Sophia, 
● Cartoons from the New Yorker, 
● Documentary journalism from 

Magnum Photos, 
● Scientific illustrations from the 

Wellcome Collection, and 
● South Asian architecture from scholar 

Alka Patel.

Anonymous, Czech Republic. Shield. Riches from the National Museum in 
Prague; Thousand Years of Czech Culture; 1996.



New: Artstor images 
now on JSTOR

As of February, more than 2 million images 
from leading museums, photo archives, 
scholars, and artists are discoverable on 
JSTOR

More content and tools for working and 
teaching with images coming throughout 
2021

Part of an increasingly diverse set of primary 
sources, research reports, and special 
collections

 



Expanding to primary 
sources and images

By combining essential 
scholarship and primary sources 
in the same environment, JSTOR 
strengthens the depth and quality 
of research, inspires innovative 
connections, and sparks 
unexpected discoveries.

MLA Zimbabwe African National 
Union. Zimbabwe News, Special 
Issue, Vol. 19, No. 4, 1988

Imperial Defence. 1890. Aswan, As Sa'id, Egypt: Nubian 
tomb, detail of cupola



√

● Relevant images will appear 
with a JSTOR keyword 
search.

● Continually expanding

Search



Images and Teaching
Are you or your faculty using images and primary sources in 
their teaching, and would they be interested in learning more 
about JSTOR’s primary sources?



Expanding open and free content 
through partnerships

47K 
Open Access 
journal articles

7,000 
Open Access 
ebooks

26K 
Open research 
reports

650K 
Articles 
published 
before 1923

300+ 
Open library 
special 
collections



Open Community 
Collections

JSTOR’s Open Community Collections are 
freely available special collections from 
libraries, museums, and archives around the 
world. 

Content covers a wide variety of subjects 
through diaries, documents, periodicals, 
photographs, and more.

The initiative recently surpassed 350 
collections and is steadily growing, with more 
than 100 current contributing partners.

 



A continuously expanding set of primary 
source materials, covering a wide variety 
of subjects, contributed by libraries, 
museums, and archives around the 
world.

Initiative began in 2020 

New collections and contributors added 
daily

Find it:
https://about.jstor.org/open-community-
collections/

Open Community 
Collections

https://about.jstor.org/open-community-collections/
https://about.jstor.org/open-community-collections/


A growing initiative

● 350+ collections from 100+ 

institutions & growing daily

● Indexed in Google

● Syndicating to discovery services

● Easy integration with course 

syllabi/LMS

● Developing services

● Delivering impact statements

Unknown (Czech). ca. 1900. Bohemian pitcher with stopper. 
Binghamton University Art Museum, Binghamton, New York.



Your Special Collections
Do you have digitized primary source collections?

Would you be interested in making them available on 
the JSTOR platform?



Supporting JSTOR users 
and library community 
in 2020



Identifying how JSTOR could help

● Immediate needs
○ Remote access options became 

urgent as physical locations shut 
down

○ Librarians and admins required 
support to address increased 
access demands

○ Faculty and students needed 
additional help finding digital  
resources

○ There was a marked interest in 
scholarly pandemic-related content

● Economic impact
○ The timing of the impact could vary 

depending on the institution
○ The response needed to be fair and 

equitable — and fast



JSTOR’s support for libraries during COVID-19

● In partnerships with publishers, we 
expanded access to unlicensed content

○ Journals and primary sources 
○ Collection of 34,000+ ebooks
○ Artstor Digital Library

● Enhanced remote access options for 
easier off-campus access

○ Introduced Google Social Sign-On
○ Account pairing introduction
○ URLs with proxy 

● Additional resources
○ Gave free access to 26 Public Health 

Journals and 6,000+ editorially selected 
articles about COVID-19

○ Increased free online reading program for 
unaffiliated users  from 6 to 100 
articles/month

○ Created dedicated JSTOR Daily content 
such as a pandemic syllabus

○ Produced ITHAKA S+R reports on the 
crisis and its impact on higher education



● Established a $4 million initiative to help 
participating libraries impacted by 
COVID-19

● 5% fee relief on JSTOR Archives and Artstor 
annual access fees for one year

● Libraries have three years to use this credit 
(2021-2023)

● Can be used to license additional resources

● Fee freeze for JSTOR Archives and Artstor 
for 3 years (through 2023)

COVID-19 fee relief 
initiative

Mucha, Alphonse, Czech Republic, Czech, 1860-1939. Lovers. The 
Troubled Republic; Thomson, Richard; 2004.



C19 Expanded Access
Global participation 

66% 
International 
university and 
four-year colleges

27% 
U.S. university and 
four-year colleges

7% 
Community 
colleges

Sekisui Nagakubo, True map and description of geography of all the 
countries on the globe. 1850. Image and original data courtesy of University 
of British Columbia Library, Rare Books and Special Collections



Unprecedented demand and impact 

5,200+ institutions 
from 124 countries have opted in to 
our expanded access programs

39 million item 
requests 
and usage continues to grow

12,000+ institutions 
have used COVID-related  journals and 
articles we made freely available

2.3 million
registrations 

for our free-to-read program



Shifting research 
subject areas

Top 10 content usage change 
in disciplines: 2019 vs. 2020

● Health Sciences, Ecology, and 
Evolutionary Biology usage increases 
expected

● Double-digit usage increases for 
Religion, Philosophy, Archaeology, and 
Music 

● May indicate a previous reliance on 
print resources and less e-resource 
adoption for some humanities 
disciplines



32% of JSTOR usage in 
2020 was through 
programs offered at no 
cost to libraries or users.



Total Institutions: 8
Item Requests Total: 205,844

CzechELib C19 Expanded Access Usage



CzechELib C19 Expanded Access Usage

Top 10 Disciplines

Language & Literature 38,545

International Relations 18,211

Economics 17,235

History 11,976

Sociology 11,543

Asian Studies 10,752

Anthropology 8,534

Business 7,578

Religion 7,474

Art & Art History 7,033

Top 10 Publishers

Springer 11,030

Oxford University Press 7,958

Taylor & Francis, Ltd. 7,441

Institute of Czech Literature, The Academy of 
Sciences of the Czech Republic

5,972

Institute of Ethnology, Czech Academy of 
Sciences

5,637

Cambridge University Press 5,630

Sage Publications, Inc. 5,269

Institute of Sociology of the Czech Academy of 
Sciences

4,989

Economic and Political Weekly 4,316

Penn State University Press 4,281



Collection
Erich Lessing Culture and Fine Arts Archives

Artstor Slide Gallery
Scala Archives

Harvard Art Museums
Panos Pictures

Magnum Photos
The National Gallery of Art

The Archive for Research in Archetypal Symbolism (ARAS)
The Museum of Modern Art: Architecture and Design

Ackland Art Museum (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill)
Art Institute of Chicago

Beyond the Taj: Architectural Traditions and Landscape Experience in South Asia (Cornell 
University Library)

Alexander Adducci: Historical Scenic Design
American Museum of Natural History

Brian Davis: Architecture in Britain
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology (Harvard University)

Rijksmuseum
The Museum of Modern Art: Painting and Sculpture

The Walters Art Museum
ART on FILE: Contemporary Architecture, Urban Design and Public Art

Ada Karmi-Melamede Architects
Allan Langdale: Cyprus Photographs

Baltimore Museum of Art
Cincinnati Art Museum (CAM)

Eyes of the Nation: A Visual History of the United States (Library of Congress)
Frick Art Reference Library Photoarchives

Hartill Archive of Architecture and Allied Arts
J. Paul Getty Museum

Manuscripts and Early Printed Books (Bodleian Library, Oxford University)
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art

Sara N. James: European Architecture and Sculpture
Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: Brooklyn Museum Costumes

Artstor Collections Accessed: 33
Artstor Accesses: 900+

C19 Expanded Access Artstor Digital Library Usage



Strong ebook demand 
alongside journals 

● Offered access to 38,000 ebook 
titles through June; 34,000 
extended through August 2020

● High usage: nearly 8 million ebook 
item requests

● Ebook usage increased by 90% in 
2020 compared to the previous 
year



CzechElib C19 Expanded Access - Books Usage in Top 10 
Disciplines



More ways to help 

● Can still opt-in to expanded JSTOR and Artstor 
access through June 

● Detailed usage reporting to identify high-demand 
expanded access content

● Freeing up annual expenditures through 
one-time payment conversions of eligible already 
licensed collections

● Evidence Based Evaluation (EBE) for unlicensed 
institutionally selected collections 

● Flexible ebook acquisition options

● Rapidly expanding Open Access and free content 
programs

London Midland & Scottish Railway Collection, The "Coronation 
Scot" train at Penrith, 1938, Photographic Collections



Trial for CzechELib Members
Institution-wide trial period
Full Archive and Artstor trial
April-June, 2021



JSTOR Tools



● COUNTER usage reports available

● Access is unlimited, simultaneous 
user

● Administrative Portal available to 
view holdings, access methods, 
and usage

● Tool for analyzing notes, outlines, 
syllabi, and other documents to 
bring up relative JSTOR content

● Images, primary source, journal, 
research reports, ebook, and image 
content appear in search results

JSTOR platform 
features and tools



View and request account 
updates, from IP changes 
to proxy URL updates

Library portal



Usage Reports 
COUNTER5 (C5)
● Self serve C5 usage reports 

available at 
https://www.jstor.org/admin/rep
orts/

● Register for an individual 
account

● Contact support@jstor.org to 
have admin privileges added to 
your account

● COUNTER 5 data available from 
January 2019

● Create one-off reports or 
schedule monthly reports 
emailed to your inbox

https://www.jstor.org/admin/reports/
https://www.jstor.org/admin/reports/
mailto:support@jstor.org


Your JSTOR Team
Dawn Tomassi | dawn.tomassi@ithaka.org
Amanda Howard | amanda.howard@ithaka.org
Kristin Braddock | kristin.braddock@ithaka.org

General Questions:
participation@jstor.org

Thank you

mailto:participation@jstor.org


Questions

Find additional resources: about.jstor.org/czechelib 

http://about.jstor.org/czechelib

